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.
MEMORANDUM FOR: The Director, Defense Intell:igence Agency

SUBJECT :  MILITARY THOUGHT: "The Theory of Military
Art Needs Review”, by Colore . -General
£ Gastilovidh

1. Enclosed is a verbatim translation of an article wvhich
appeared in the TCP SECRET S cial Collection of Articles of the
Journal "Mili Thought"” Voyennaya Mys1™) published by the
Ministry of Defense, USSR, and distributed down to the level of
Army Cormander.

]

2. 1In the interests of protecting our source, this material
should be handled on a need-to-knov basis within your office.
Requests for extra coples of this “:port or for utilization of
. any part of this document in any other form should be addressed

to the originating office.

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR, PLANS:
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COUNTRY : USSR

SUBJECT . MILITARY THOUGHT: “The Theory of Military Art
Needs Review) by Colonel-General A. Gastilovich

DATE OF INFO: Early 1960

APPRAISAL OF
CONTENT : Documentary

. .
SOURCE . A reliable source (B).

Following is a verbatim translation of an article jt,itled
"The . neory of Military Art Keeds Review” written by Colonel-
General A. Gastilovich. -

This article appeared in the 1960 First Issue of a special
‘ version of the Soviet military Journal Voyennaya Mysl (Military
M). This Jjournal is published irregularly and is classified
TOP SECRET by the Soviets. The First Issue of 1960 was the initial
issue of this special collection, and this article by Colonel-
General Gastilovich has been a subject of controversy in numerous
subseguent articles. ‘ K ) '
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The Theory of Military Art Needs Review

50X1-HUM
Colonel-General A. Gestilovich

Ve all adm‘t thut nuclear weapons. and missiles change the conditions
of war, but having seid "a", we are afraid to say "b". Dropping
curtsies ip the direction of missiles and introducing some minor
corrections in the thecry of military art, we still hold in practice
to the old positions existing at the end of World Wer II. Past
experience, traditions, and hebits, taught to us for decades,
tenaciously hold us back and prevent the same kind of revolution
in military art which nuclear weapons and missiles created in the
sphere of armment.

We strive unsuccessfully to squeess missile /mclur weapons into
theﬁmkotthtoldhahitmlputnhmotmﬁuundoctnm
cnly slightly "modernizing” the latter, and ve forget that this doctrine
wvas founded on the basis of using weapons of military combat
fundamentally different from contemporary oncs and not comparable
with thea. ’

apesnngdpntmldmutmttothamumofm
mprwsadetinm:'ylg&, %.8. Khrushebev noted that they
. tmlybe@nmtheqursatmmmcmiu,mm
troops were concentrated. Concerning comtemporsry conditiors he said:

d "rowadays, if war starts, military actions vill develop
differently, since countries will bave at their dispossl the means
of delivering weapons over thousand: of kilometers. War vill start
first dmumuptm‘ormmmnu,aﬂmw
capital, every single large industrial or administrative center, every
single strategic area, will be subject to attack not just during the
first hy:,but&nrimthefirstﬂmt«ctthenr. In this sanner,
var vill both begin differently, if it is begun, and develop differently."”

In another part of his report N.8. Khrushchev seid: "I omce
sore emphasize, that wve already have s0 MANY NUCLeAX WeapOns -~ atomic
and thermoouclear, and appropriate missiles for delivery of these
weapons to the texrritory of a possible aggressor, that if some madmn
should arder an attack against our country, [3 or b vords miss
then we would be able to wipe such & country, or countries, ¢
from the face of the earth.”

Defining this thought scucretely, Marshal of the Soviet Unica
R. Ya Mlinovskiy, in his speech at the same Bessiom, said: “About

Y
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100 such puclear charges, detoneted within & short pexiod of time on
an industrially developed country vhose territary is approximately
300-500 thousand square kilometers, vill be sufficient to convert
all of its industrial areas and administrative-political centers
into a heap of rubble, ard the territory -- into a lifeless desert
contaminated with deadly radicective substances.”

It must be clear to everycne that such statements are not made
for the sake of rhetaric, but are fully substantiated from the stand-
point of the achievemert of military technology and of the econcmic

~ capebility of our country.

Under contemporary conditions, the formations of missile troops
of the VX (Supreme Eigh Cossand), with their unlimited range of
action and colossal force of fire strike, bave become the primvy
and decisive form of armed forces. They, rather than any other
means of armed conflict "pave the way,” if coe may use tue expression,
for all other forms of armed forces, radically changing the
strategic situation as a whaole and tbe operatiomal situation in the
theaters of military operations.

Tho efforts of all other forms of the armed forces, which are
equipped with puclear/missile weepons, must be directed toward
. mximm rapid and effective exploitation of the strikes of missile
formtions of the VGX. In tbis connectiocn, the basis for planning
operations of each of the types of forces again becomes a question
of the use of their own ruclear/missile weapons, and not of the
number of divisions, vessels, aircrait, etc.

that & vhole series of established views of our military doctrine

must be sericusly reexamined, begimning with questions of strategy
and operational art and ending with tactics ard troop organization.

| Same tions of Strs

of ar. Let us mmumutmmmmiumch
hnbmumwtdthcmbymudapmtulmw/
-:l.uile:trikeotta-ntimotthoﬂarm&hnmmsd
the first days of the wr. This is, after all, a

%

| Wumnmmlnmlmlmwmpmmrmlm
| are sufficient for its dastruction. Mturally, such operations by

-

o
MT 50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/26 : CIA-RDP10-00105R000402920001-9




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Co »
py Approved for Release 2012/09/26 : -
| > : CIA 5DP1 0-00105R000402920001-9

A 1:'(m

V@ missile troops completely change the peture of operaticas of
ground troops, the navy, and aviation.

It would be naive to think that the enemy will be incapable of
delivering similar poverful nucleer strikes against the texritory of
countries of the Socislist Camp apd first apd foremost against the
territory of the Soviet Union. But suck strikes vill not be able to
Xnock these countries out of the W2<.

The superiority of the socialist structure with its sconomic
potentialities and political unity of peoples vill emble countries
of the Socialist Camp to withstand the firet nuclear strikes of the

industrial and administrative cepters. The imperialist bloc does

pot bave such possibilities. For this reasom, in preparing the
country for the possible launching of war by aggressors, e mst first
of all utilize the advantages of our socialist system so ss not to
give the enemy the possibility of recovering after our retaliatory

‘ of course we mast take into account the consequences of ths
first powerful enemy puclear strikes. As it appesrs to us, they
vill make themselves felt, £i.st of all, by the fact that in the
first operation of the i{nitial peciod of the wr, & substantial rein-

Under these conditions, it appears absolutely necessary to us
to reviev seriously certain tenets of ocur Eilitary straiegy con-
cmthelengthotlcontcupmrynrlndmmdamd
forces participating in it.

The example of the capitalist countries apnihilated in the
ﬁrstay:ottheurvﬂlhlrmmw.mueunthnmm
countries for 1ts prolomgstiom. \h-ﬂﬂbu&oncmtth

of humn losses in previous mnuuwmummtu
m-odtufmtanwmmmmﬂdlemry
var for the picture to become clear.

!hclmnesot33urr1n¢cmtriummwfmmat
World War I totaled 10 million perscns killed and 3% millicn persoms
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million sons per Year. '?le losses
i irrins.e., axmieéulz {the six py:zrs of World Hariidtozled
Ofbmn w; m:l]li?)n persons killed and 28 million persons An; e d:’Lns ‘o
. 3 hootabaxtunillimpersonsperyeagrmewm
o A etacot 121 study by the Office of civil S oors
the o eted .1516;955 the losses in the cauxse of smc hour i
P cmdnctedt aerial’attack carried out chiefly by &8 e nihermmon
T e eane totaled 15 million persons dead and am g
D ons mcm wounded, altogether up to 40 ummmntry‘a o
peraons adition, about 50 to 60 percent of the ¢ —-entionedmmq
alove. re ad. It ,is well to note that in the abd::acx At
e o vere matrs S the el WA T
thermonaclear bosbs vexre on

wora igue becaleevid.ent'wnrdthoendof
of peoples vhich the e ey
Wm'l;fi::lumnuélwrmm II, iz well known

It appears to us thet after the first mcl;rlmsan:m;‘
1oe basis for all operstions on a strategic sef mm -
offenszive against the as yet i:n::ccavered % more ‘blncn,tht

‘ e mge:i?ll?e :::13 to cope with the diorupti::. :r:arb about
gthc f£ivst attack, and to arganize stubbcrn res

r.pim'

At present we already comsider it pcui.b]:l :: the ::: :.
cperaticns. o be 100 i 10 & B P O U5 G0 s v,
m %‘g: ::eb:ew e r'ng to vage war to achieve sive

o prepe deci
strategic results?

50X1-HUM
of the eutire war.
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oncep he experience of pest wvorld wars.

twhis ¢ mzixprxim :ar only '‘dlitz" opexations ca:han
promi e I¢ victory is not achieved in a short ti.ue‘,”t

\' c»p.'l.es"e iji.clzogrdly be able to continue 1t in a slowv, dra:x;; e
P 1ally the peoples of capitalist countries, o e
T e;pec 1itical potentisl than countries of the 8«:«:c .
— mwh; i:s withstood the first strixes smst and eax;n mce—
?h? ;arn:-apidly ir he prepares Lis armed forces properly pes
time.

dema noral
gtrategic art cannot b replaced by urgent ﬁ’& :e-u ”
f{ber of peoples, and peitaer can one piAn strategy ety
fear of calculated risk apnd the sacrifices connected

that or World war II
enemies of blitzkrieg nabitually argue r
m-::cl/azauunurymm, palf of the steel and com

brilliant victory.

Imost ware thes ontinued to
osses, since life in the rear ¢
;law muru:- or 132: m-:ﬁ; 'n’:e picture will be entirely different

pros victory mst be
Under conditiocns, the posaibility of .
assured by rend:n:u, the mp:city and upbmg :d’ Cmcludin‘s‘r

war in tbe shortest zouib‘.\.e tti:ethem thocryuc‘ eirw e

Mu mmmwn. tion for such & ar costs more A:.‘mwthc 1y
' ' ms"the-mmmetar-wterpmﬁn. And 1o nne.
H dpdiutuy-ymtmmimmwdim theary

'mepatnhmotmﬂliurymmooncmin&:ep:::ed
| the armed forces are also still based on the mwﬂr It s,
wvorld wars and arise from the necessity of conducting
' *9~'fc'0*énmmwag;-;.;;_ .-'}7.
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rulti-million-men axrmies. 50X1-HUM

Advocates of multi-million-men emmies allude to the expericnce
of 81l twentieth-century wars, which showed that the growth of the
destructive fcrce of weapons in armed combat with an enemy of equel
gtrength never brought about a decrease in the armed forces during
war, but rather caused their increase. They forget that this
‘experience is vased on entirely different means of armed combet and
pethods of its conduct. For this reason, analogiles canpot be made
in this matter.

Urnder current conditions can operations unfold in the old manner?
Can they, baving begun vith a relatively small pumber of regular
combat-ready troops then coptinually broaden by dint of the arrival
of fully mobilized large units, and fimally change into engagenents
of pumerous fronts and of sulti-million-zan armies? Under curreumt
conditiocns this is firstly impossible, and secondly, unnecessary.
It is impossible because nothing will arrive from the depth of the
country in time, and possibly will never arrive. It 1s unnecessary
pecsuse afier the first puclear strikes the :<muining forces of the
epemy in the border zones also cannot be DUmETrous; 1t is necess&ry
to crush quickly the remains of these forces and to occupy the enexy
country &nd, for this, operations of a completely different mature

. will be required from those which we are nov studying.

At the present time, of the 61 divisions within the cospositiom
| of the Allied ground troops of the Eurcpean militsry bloc, there
are § American divisions, b British divisious, and 8 West German
divirions; the remsining divisions: 1k Prench, 10 Turkish divisicos,
and other countries - 20 divisions. :

whe f£irst obliterating sirike ty missile formationse of the VGK
can be directed against the enemy 4n such a manner that only a
border strip vith a deptb of seversl tens of kilometere (in the
gnterest of the safety of our troops ) will remain undestroyed. The
tsking of this etrip will then become the primary mission of the
advancing divisions of the f.rst echelon; it must be accomplished
also by their wide use of maclear missiles of tactical and operational
designation.

After taking the border iove, the mission confronting the troops
will be chieflythespeedyukingmdzmesdagreetercr
lesser degree of destruction and radiation resulting from the massive
strike of strategic missiles. Under these conditions, the mobili-
satiomsl build-up of the enemy Or the approach of his large

-T- 50X 1-HUM
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operationsl; ar even strategic, reserves can bardly be expected. It
is more likely that it will be Decessary to overcome the resistance
of enemy troops retreating from the border zone.

To exploit the first powerful missile strike it will be
completely unnecessary to deploy a large mumber of divisions ; as
was done in past wars. '

Taking over the border zone and the 20nes of total destruction
and radiation vill necessitate special crganization and preparation
of troops, but vill not, at all, necessitate multi-million-man armies.
The execution of thie type of mission in the Burcpean theater of
military operations cm a front of 690-700 kn, for example, 1s
possible with 20-25 divisions, primarily tank, rushing ahead along
separate axes and in separate heated battles, pounding the large
units and units of the enemy which offer resistance in the abcre-
seationed zones. Of course, a significant portion of these troops
vill suffer from enexy muclear strikes; relatively frequeat re-
placement otentirehrgeuiﬁulhichhnnmhimdhuvylum
Vill be necessary. Por this reason there should be 10-15 more
Teserve divisions behind them; in all 30-40 divisions, well equipped
vith tactical muclear weapons, and which will make up the first

‘ operationel echelom, will be required. '

forces, (2 or 3 for a fromt). A froot may consist of 2 or 3 armies
dlorSdimiou,u&-ctingu-smdlwtoamh,plm-
certain number of divisions of the fraont reserve.

Forces, mobilized in the interior of the country, can arrive
gredually in the theater of military operations, probably after the
completion of the first operatioms at the front, and their principal
role will consist of cccupation of captured taritay.

Ir, lmrunngmtutmitwydnmmaectuto
the first massive nuclear attack, the enemy does not capitulate a
similar all-shattering strike My be repeated on the next country.

From the afarementioned, it does mot follow of course, that
those divisions which will be:in action in the first cperatiocal
echelon of ground troops will be sufficient for the war as a whole.
It is apparent that in accordamce with the forvard movemeat a signifi-

o .
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occupational functions im tke occupied terxritory will be required.

A significant pumber of forces will also be needed in the zone of
interior chiefly fcr various formetions such as local antiaircraft
defense (MPVO). Therefore, for ihe conduct of the war a sufficiently
large number of ground troops 1s needed, but their over-all size,
degignation end pature of use will of course be differsat than in
past vars. ‘

The pumber of ground troops engaged directly in combat operations
my be, as it appeers to us, many times smaller than it ws in
previous wers.

We bave outlined a concept for initial operations under
Buropeap Theater conditions vhich is coovenient for the activities
of all arms of troops. To the same degree, vith certain corrections
for geographical conditions, 1t can also be applied in other theaters.
In this concept, the principal leading role belongs to the operatiomns
of the VGK missile formations, but not with the aims vhich ve nov
bave under genersl reviev. This undco-batnpmtmmclnr
weapons, not the weakening of his economic potential, mot combat
against his reserves, etc., but the full annihilation of the enemy
with nuclear varheads of megaton yield over a vast territory vith
the aim of knocking entire countries out of the war.

Briefly, if there is a possibility for holding out, then there
is also a possibility of victory in a shurt period of time. Morxreover,
for direct combat operations at the front such numerocus ground armed
forces as in previous wars vill be peeded peither in the beginning
of the war nor during its course.

Certain tions of tiooal Art

Jt is necessary to examine the current operations of ground
troops in close coanection with the operations of VK missile farmtioms.
It appears 1o us that among the ranks of the latter, in addition to
formations carrying out the missions of knocking entire countries
out of the war, there must be formticns designated for activities
i{n the interest of seversl frouts conducting operatioms cn ome stra-
tegic axis. Such formtions, remining under the Jurisdiction aad
commnd of Gemeral Headquarters (Stavia), comld establish favorsble
conditions for the development of ground troop operatioms by means

 of apnihilation of epemy mucleAr Weapons, his reserves, airfields,

transportation gg:t.m, depots, and other installatioas located
beyond the range of action of fromt missile weapoms; by their strikes
they could also reinforce the fire capability of the fromts in those

=9-
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ipstances when tke latter, for one reason or anotber, found them-
selves vithout sufficient nucleer Jmissile veapons. Strikes in the
fioterests of separate fronts could be cerried out either on command
of the Stavie (or the cossand of theater forces) or upon requests
of the froute within the range of prescribed lixitations.

At the same time, this VGX missile formation can caITy out
gseparate tasks assigned by the Stavkas which are not direct)y connected
vith the activities of the froats.

In all instances the VGK opeaatiooal missile forma*ion must have
at its dispoeal its own lomg-range means of recompaissance (aviation,
radiotechnical, and others), in crder to be able to respond repidly
to a change in the situation apd to avoid malti-channel coordinations

of re.xmaissance tasks. ~

It appesrs expedicu. TO us to plan the VK missile operations
ss special operstions for the destruction of enewy puclear weapous,
for undermining his economic potential, for combat against supply,
etc. All this must de a constituent part of tvo types of missile

tions: those operations carried out by the VK missile troop
formations with the aim of complete annihilation of an epsmy country

troops. Missile operations of the first type usually must precede
operstions of the secopd type and, subsequently, are also carried

out simmltapecusly. It is obvious that the meture of the targets

unler attack will be different in each type of operstion.

Tt is absolutely unnecessary to deploy VGK missile formatiocns,
i{n coordipated action with ground troops, directly in the theater of
military activities or close to it. On the comtrsry, their placement
in the zome of interior is ever preferable, since this mmkes the
work of enemv intelligence more difficult and pegates the need to
form a separate antiaircraft defense of these formatiocns; their ™o
can be combined with the aptiaircraft defense of certain areas of
the countay. )

The ecscution of VGX missile operations, the possibility of
similar -mmwmm,mmw.mdmmuth
their own crganic puclear/missile means, apd the possibility of using
n;h-yieldmcl-rnrhuu, not mlyinthemotuwior,mt
in lndmmtmnolddhtth,d—ww
review of certain postulates of our military doctrine in comnection

with the operstions of ground troops.
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t and expression
e all, it is time to repudiate the very concep
"striﬁ%mp”’ (udarmaya gruppirovka) as antiquated and l::ml Any
grouping farmed with the personnel apd materiel of groun ;chend ‘o
threatens t0 become a good target for an enexy puclear str.
bear extra, unwarrsnted losses.

" 11 typee of

lace of the creation of "strike groups ins 1
opulgoﬁa , 1t 1s necessary o instill thf concept Otvi:mtr‘i ‘ﬁ‘gon
of the efforts of nuclear/missile weapous . The acti es, frer
all ctgromdtroopebothmthe otfensiveandindzfens‘emimt: o
ph’ce over broad zoones, approximately the seme for hnzge umete nto
offense as in defense. This, incidentally, was recently
account by our probable enemies.

nd
contemporary oparetions are rapid maneuver a
oviftn::t::;:' b;ts-n groupings (of division size), from different

successful attack. Ammummw
duth,‘since it forms a coqnctlndgoodurgct for a high-yield
pucleay weapon.

ground operations the primary activities are -~
‘fﬁ%‘m svi:? O-O’x;eum, and shortp:mults vith t.u‘:h and
Pesonel. The differemce rests in the fact tbat in offemsize
operstions there mist be a strong first echelon which pcrnt:t o
destruction of the Oppoeing Enesy; in a defensive operltiont E
expedient to bave & weaker first echelon and to desigmate 1 X e
holding certain transportation cexf.em ,ﬁiza::n: i:r;asur pos e
gectors behind large matural berriers, :l.oulﬂ.ng“"“ql e
tempo enexy offensive; defense as & whole should be
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even with the loss of texrritory, in ordsr to vin time a 5mox1—HUM
trate essential puclear/missils weapoms.
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tern, either in defense or in offense. mymcn&owm
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consider everything located behind the first achelon,uhicl:lit :-
ged in batile, as reserve, dispersed over the ent
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hostilities and desigmated as reinforcement for the first echelon
during an o’censive, but on the defensive - for counterattacks and
counterstrikes. To overcome enemy opposition during 8n offensive,

! there should not be concentration of troops by bringing in the
second echelon, but concentration of puclear weapons apd their means
of delivery (positel). Only vhen tbere is ap insufficient quantity
of these mesps can a strike be undsrtaken by several divisicns, and
then not with a compact striking group, but rether from several
Qu'ections\.

The poesibility of epemy use of high-yield nuclear warheads in
the field of hostilities obliges even those smll groupings, of
division sise as we mentiomed, to operste at & distance of 20 to ko
or more kilomsters from each other or, as we frequently point out,
to operate in separate directicns.

- Moreover, the inclimtioco of each advancing large unit to lend

assistance to 1ts peighbor, to vheel rapidly if necessary in a nevw
direction for & strike sgainst the epemy resr is a binding principie
of cocardinated actiom. ‘

‘ harefore, the caniuct of offensive operations now requires a
significantly lessex operatioml density but a larger muber of tank
divisions in the first echelon. Divisions located in the zone of

wgygF-- -

first echelon and for the circumventica of all types of obstacles.

Jt is necessary to reject decisively the inclimetion developed
in previous wars toward encirclement of separate groupings and the
formation of rings around them. Tis tendency is very viable and
bas remmined with us as an inberitance from the period wvhen there

destroyed either in meeting engagements by reserve large units and
units or if statioosry, they aust be apnihilated with nuclear strikes.
The latter, of course, is preferable.

~ In the training of troops, it is necessary also to reject decisdve-
1y “thé cultivation of the principle of break through the enexy's
~ prepared defenses. It is possible, or course, ip individuml
- f mummmmwmmmw-ndwwm
by ouclear strike. In the main, however, under conditions not in-
volving solid fromts or heated battles, the breakthrough of an enemy
y prepared defense bas ceased 40 be the primary furm of offensive
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actions, but is y-eldling to meeting erngagemerts and envelopzert,

The takirg cf rediocactively contam‘nated zones Created ty tre
énemy acquires great importarce, IL must be cerried out by large
units, deperding upor tae taske taey ere fulfilling, the metecorological
situation, and the cegree of perm'ssitie dosage of radiation recelved
during the perioi of ac:ion, Dependd~g upon these concditions, the
cortaminated zones sre <aken either ty & rapid forwvard push or ty
typassing, or in the final analysis, tre troops cortinue to carry
out their mission ir tkhe contamirated zore without regard to possible
losses. All discussicrs regardirg the creation of passages Iintc
cortaminated zones, tre surmountirg of tkem in helicopters and otkers
are utopian at the present time,

In planning contemporary offersive operetions on the scale of
a front and armies, it is impossitle to proceed from an single "D"
(day)e I terms of time, operations will flow in different directians,
at different tempos ani 1 is more advisable to plan them by calendar
days (except, of course, the initia, retaliatory missile strike),
Moreover, concrete army and large unit tasks can be established for
only 1-2 days and for a longer period it is sufficient 10 indicate
the general direction, tne nasture of the activities and final gosl
of the operation. More detailed planning 1s highly protlematical,
since sharp changes in the situation are unav-idable as a result of
enemy nuclear strikes,

The tempos of contemporary operations may be planned, as already
mentioned, up to 80 to 100 and more kilometers during a 24-hr. period
but it must be kept ir mind that » 85 a result of enemy nuclear
strikes on our deep rear, the front will not be ahle to rely on
systematic delivery from the rear of the country. Everything which
is essertial must already be stored in the theaters in peacetime and
such supplies as POL must, tc a significant degree, be sought out
from war trophies in the course of th  advance,

Iv is also essential to take into account the cumulative physical
tension on tank and truck drivers (1t will be necessary to have two
reliefs for interchange of crew members) anc the large number of
vehicles which will go out of commission,

Vigorous maneuver and nuclear strikes must become the basis of
contemporary cefense. He who sits in Place, even in prepared positions,
will be knocke_ out by nuclear weapons or bypassed, Only a relatively
small part of the forces can hold separate areas or positions with
the aim of slowing the tempo of the enemy advance along axes vhich

50X1-HUM
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are coaovenient for him and, comsequently, cluster his battle array
and operational formtion. In this counection an important role in
defense is played by broad utilization of obstacles and terrains
presenting natural obstructions for slowing the tempo of the enemy
advance. Hovever, the fate of modern defense is decided in the fipal
apslysis by the maneuver of missiles, chiefly the shifting of their
trajectories, ani the availability of muclear warheuds, in conjunction
vith counterattacks and counterdlows of the reserves.

It appears to us that under contemporary conditions defense, in
the pest meaning of this term, can take place only on a tactical scale.
Army and front operstional defense, deliberately aubordinated to the
interests of offensive operatioms in cther directioms or dictated by
a8 sbarp change in the situstion in the enemy's favar, vill, of course,
4130 have its place. But it must be based on the same methods of
operation as in offensive operstions. i.e., cu heated meeting battles
and engagements. For this, the army and front may bave a number ~*
large units and a scale of zones of action equal to those of an aimy
and fromt cearrying out offensive operations. The difference will be
in the presence of a smller quantity of muclear varheads, which will

' necessitate loss of a part of ‘the forces and territory in order to
vin time,

|
‘ Dafensive operations of the fromt and ermy, differing from
offensive operstions in aims of action and quantity of nuclear
, Weapons, vill resemble the latter in methods of large unit vactical

operatiocns.

in defensiva operations, certain armies of the fromt and certain
large units of armies, taking advantage of a coavenient local situstion
which has arisen as a result of swift actions or puclesr strikes, will
frequently carry out an offensive with limited goals.

In a contemporary cperatiomal defemse, the formation of defensive
zones 1s not advisable because they do not jJustify their desigmation.
Any large unit defending itself in place will be annihilated by
muclear strikes of the enemy or simply bypassed. On the cperatiomal
soale, the term "stadle defense” should be relsgated to the archives
because under modern conditions it can be neither solid nor stable.
Slowing the tempo of the advancing enemy by means of defense is based
on counterattacks and counterstrikes carried out from different
directions, on skilful ard swift disengagements from the ememy, and
on broad use of barricades apd utilization of naturel terrsin cbstacles ’
until the time a possidbility presents itself to destroy the enemy
with a nuclear strike.

!

/
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L coanectlon with this it is necessary, evidently, to re-
examine our views on the nature of 80-called counterpreparation
(kontrpodgotovka) in defense and on arganization of counterstrikes.
In these questions we continue to proceed from the concept of the
s0lid and relatively stable front.

It appears to us that s limited qQuantity of nuclear weapons in
the defense will not permit a breakup of the epemy offensive with
one or two massive nuclear strikes, especially since he will not
form campact groupings for his offensive. Apparently, instead cof
counterpreparation, it will be necessary to restrict oneself to
daily and rapid annihilation of disclosed enemy mesns of puclear
attack and to individuel (to the extent possible) nuclear strikes
at various times on the most dangercus of his tank divisicns which
have broken through. If, however, the availability of nuclear
veapons permits the delivery of a massive strike capable of breaking
up the exemy offensive completely, then this is already not counter-
preparation dut goirg over to the offensive.

It 1s more expedient to carry out counterstrikes in operational
defense. by means of meeting engagements, not with a compact grouping
sspecially created for this purpose and deployed on a defiaite line )
but with several divisions operating simultaneously, though from
different directions. ‘

Anti-debarkation defenge along the ccast by ground troops can
8180 have no defensive zones either on the coast or in the zone of
in“erior. In ports and in valnerable landing sectors along the coast
there can be separate tank subunits and units desigmated basically
for combet against airooyne landings and for initial repulsion of
debarkations of the eneay in landing-dsbarkation craft.

The besis of anti-debarkation defense must be the mneuvering
activities of large units which move up from the interior of coastal
Zones and, in meeting engagements, pound the enemy utilizing nuclear
weapon3.

Of the now generslly accepted means of anti-debarkation defense,
only the ccnstruction of obstacles, both in the wate~ as wvell as on
the land, can achieve much sigrificance. 50X1-HUM

Enemy amphibious landing operations, vhile enroute at sea, do

not merit exprnsi.e and cumbersome operations against them by the
navy and lonzaange aiviation. The besis of their annihilatiom can
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be missile strikes in embarkation and debarkation areas: while enroute
at sea, it is again more expedient to annihilate landing forces by
strikes with missiles having nuclear charges of several megatons.
After the discovery of the landing forces at sea, these attacks can

be calculated on the basis of their passage of a definite point (area).

Certain Questions of the Development and Organization of the

Types of Armsd Yorces

The changing of certain strategic and operational points of view
{s upavoidably bound up in the review of tbe programs for development
2nd organization of the different types of armed forces. This
development must, first of all, evolve only from the peeds of the
{aitial period of the var, since a long; drawn-out muclear/missile
struggle is impossidble; secondly, it must develop under the bamner
of the indubitable priority of nucleer/missile troops. In this
respect it is expedient to develop primarily missile troops of the
VGK, capable of using miseiles of megaton yields.

nulgg'trm of all types -- YGK, operatiopal, and tactical --
mst op in the directions of:

- increasing their firing rate (skorostrelnost); in this respect
the introduction of solid missile fuels bas decisive significance;
missiles must be per ag ready projectiles, fully assembled and
requiring only the establishment of the flight program;

- perfection and avtomation of the process of tying in the lainching
mounts (carriers) to the terrain;

- perfection of missile guidance systems, not subject to Jamming;

- perfection of missile ~arriers capable of changing the launch

area quickly; in this respect an important role sust be played
principally by "air-surface” type missiles ou seaplanes (gldrosamolet),
zissile-carrying submarines, and missile trains (peyezd) (for
strategic missiles); :

- perfection of the system of centralized commmnd of launching
pissiles from widely separated command points. )

It mast be acknowledged directly that in their present state,
missiles of tactical and cperatiomal designatiom are still pot suf-
ficiently suitable for the missions sssigned to them because af their

~16-
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lov firing rate conditioned by complex preparations for launching,
for retargeting and for changing of firing positionms. :

The ground troops as a whole must develop in a form transportable
by air. Perfection and introduction of lighter type tanks (since any \
armor is penetrable) suiteble for transport by air is essential. The
&eat importance vhich is attached to the ability of ground troops
to take ruined and contaminated zones and vater barriers requires
significant development of *ngineering troops; however the most
important mission of the engineering trccps must not be fortificatior
in the existing meaning of this term,1i.e., not the construction of
positions and of anti-stomic shelters but the rapid preparation of
missile launch sites, establishment of obstacles, roed construction,
and provisions for the surnounting of large water obstacles.

The air forces, it appears to us, have not yet lost their
significance to the degree that they should be ignored. Discussion
should concern only the change in their role in wvarfare and, subse-
qQuently, & change in their composition and organization.

long-range aviastion, armed with missiles of the "air-ship" class,
18 (in conjunction with submarines) a good means of combat with
mobile carriers of nuclear weapons at sea and ope that is difficult
to replace. In view of this, it is apperently advisable to include
it in the composition of the navy.

7

Front air forces (VVS) are also needed, though of a type other
than those now available, Certeinly, fromt bcmber aviatiom is
departing the scene since its missicas can, to a siguificant degree,
be carried out by missiles. Nevertheless » on the field of modern
battle and engagerents there will be many important small and mobile
targets vhose annihilation by missiles is still improbable. An air-
craft of the fighter-bomber type is needed which, on its own, could
find the target and annihilate it; such an aircraft mst be capable
of great acceleration, permitting it tc appear and depart repidly
(this may be achieved with the aid of rocket boosters): at the
same time it must be capable of carrying out combet missions at
relatively lov speeds as well. An aircraft flying at a speed equal
to Mach 1-2 (N-2M) 1is poarly suited to seek out small and mobile
targets, even with the uss of radar equipment .

Fighter aviation within the caeposition of the VVS of a fromt
is essential, as a more maneuverable compcnent of the PVO, as long
as aviation remains one of the principal carriers of muclear weapoms

50X1-HUM
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for the enemy and as long as ground antiaircraft missile systems do
not possess a sufficient range of destruction.

In addition, the front peeds a manifold troop (army) aviatiocn
for observation and recomnaissance, including radiation, for liaiscm,
comsmnd, and transport. B8uch aviation must undoubtedly develop as
non airfield-based. It may consist of helicopters and other flying
machines, for example the type well known in foreign literature under
the term "flying saucers” (ground effect machine-turbolet).

A

Zhe VWS of the fromt must have a much greater mmber of
reconnaissance aircraft than they bave &t present.

Fimlly, greater-capacity transport aviation is needed as &
resource of the Supreme High Command.

The VV8 of the fromt (air army) is not designated undar modern
conditions for the execution of any independent air operations, and
is the means for directly coordimated action with combined-arms
armies. For tbis reason, their composition must include seversl
aircraft divisions of fighter-bombers because cnly the latter are

avorsble for comtat against mobile carriers of muclear weapons and
‘ha advancing reserves of the enexmy. In this connection, however,
\ it 1s imadvisable to distribute the VVB forces of the front for
suppart of definite armies or divisions; it is better to utilize
them centrally, under the jurisdiction of the VVS commander.

‘ The Navy. The future at see belongs to submarines and to

| missile-carrying seaplanes which are not bound to airfields and which
| are capable of long-range operations. These, it would appeear, should
novw be developed.

The basic mission of the fleet -- to annihilate carriers of
nuclear/missile weapons at sea vhich as a consequence of their
mobility have greater survival chances. Buch carriers will be
nissile-carrying aircraft and missile-carrying atamic submarines.
43 & result of their high redar-image contrast and, consequently,
their vulnerability aircraft carriers and other surface vessels
apparently will soon depart from the scene. ‘

Under contemparary conditions it is bardly poesible to imagive
large amphidbious landing operations of an speratiomal, and even less,
of strategic significance. A landing force is always, at some stage
of its activity, a campact group or it does not make semse; but this

I}
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condition spells destruction for the lapding force. The possibilities
are all in faver of its amnnihilation by nuclur/mssi.le weapons while
it 1s still at its bases or while it 18 &t ses.

Surface vessels of the fleet will not be able to play & signifi-
cant role in armed conflict. Their utility will probably be limited
to coastal areas undar heavy PVO cover far execution of suppart
xissions. As far as protection of ocean supply transport is concerned,
even now they are of little use far carrying out this mission.

Aptisircraft defense of troops and the country, as it appears
to us, is on the coarrect course of development, chiefly of anti-
missile resources in the farm of the creation of fully autamstic
systems of antiaircraft missiles.

-

The age of tube antiaircraft artillery is irrevocably receding
into the past and it is only in the antiaircraft defemse of troops
that small-caliber tubs antiaircraft artillery my still bave some
significance for the protection of smll stbhunits from low-flying
aircraft. .

The principal antiaircraft defemse of troops and the country
must be an automatic system of antiaircraft missil- installeations of
various ranges vhich could cover, not installations, but separate
large areas, and could resolve the task of protecting doth the
troops end the territoriel installations of the country (in these
areas). Separate antiaircraft defemse of troops, except for the
seif-defense of siall subunits mentioned above, appears to us to
be an antiquated tradition. Pighter aircraft aviation within the
system of antiaircraft defense will also became archsic in the near
future. It is peeded only until antiaircreft missiles have achieved
the necessary technical pexfection.

A new t of forces. In addition to existing types of armed
foxrces necessitly has sprung up, in our opinion, for the creation
of a nev type of force which is not desigmated for direct conduct
of combat operatioms, but which is extremely important, nonetheless,
under conditions of nuclesrfmissile war. We have in mind troops,
possibly called rescue-rebabilition (spasatelno-voestanovitelnyy),
vhich are desigmated for operations in the country's interior, in
areas sudjected t0 enemy puclear attack. 7Their basis should comsist
of medical service and rebabilation units and large units.

In comtrast to cther types of farces, these mst be
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especially massive, organized accarding to territarisl character-
istics and trained without being pulled out of production. We

bave something simi:ar now in the form of civilian farmetions of the
antiaircraft defen:: (MPVO). But these farmetions exist mostly

on paper, are not supported from a material-technical standpoint,
are semi-voluntary organizations, and are not properly directed by
anyone. In additiom, organs of the MPVO are concerned vith a very
large muxber of problems which, in essence, are the prerogatives of
governmental authority, such as communications, supplying the Popu~
lation with food, evacuation, etc.

It appears to us that such very important undertakings as medical
assistance to the suffering populace and rehabilitative work, 1.e,,
Beasures permitting the people to withstand enexy nuclear attack,
must be implemented by special troops. Their cadres and nacessary
equipmert misi be maintained in peacetime and they must be assured
mobilizational buildup under the leaderstir of organs of adlitary
control with the initiation of military a-tivities,

%nim of Control. From the standpoint of the nature of

of operations, the nev forms of armed couflict do not
introduce any basic changes. As in the past there will be need for
intelligence and collation of its informatiom, an appraisal of the
situation, a decision, and its transmittal to executors, supervision
of execution, influence on the course of events by changing the
tasks of subardinate troops, ar through the influence of the genior
commender's meens exerted on the enemy, the irfoming of the commander
and of adjacent units. HBovaver, the methods of comtrol and the means

by which they are ixplemented experience significant changes.

The method of direct personal contact in operetions is of little
value today. It can lead only to a wvaste of the seniar commmnder's
time and promote incorrect decisions based upon impressions of one
center of combat operations. Thie method is admissidble now only in
cambat on a subunit level, but not in operatioms.

The peed to see the field of combat along the decisive directior
also has little admissibility nov. This need arose fram ¢
the enemy with masses of troops vhich were in direct contact with him,
This vill not usually bappen, nov.

The most impartant thing in control is quick reaction to a change
in the situation, a rapid tempo af control, and, consequently, the
well-known need for its mecharization, automation, and reduction of

«20-
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Evern now wire telegraphy and telephone communications should Ye
added to obsolescent means of control as they will not be eble to
keep pace with the operating tempo of troops.

Apparently even such &n attribute of control as the preperation
of large unit and army command posts with all types of shelters
(dugouts), by the forces and equipment of engineer troops, is
| becaming obsolete. The rapid tempos of battles and operations require
| highly mobile commend points using available places of cover (cellars,
l tuildings, tunnels, quarries, etc.).
|

The recording of meteorological conditions and their prediction
become a very important factor in operational planning end in daily
control. In this comnection, the creatioca of special meteorological
units in all staffs from division to fromt is absolutely essential.

Until automatic systeas permitting rapid and accurate determi-
nation of coordicates for missile launchers are vorked out, it 1is
escsential to have in the staffs of armies and frouts & separate
topogeodetic service with subordinate special units to support missile
units and large units.

‘II’ * % %

In this article we have only touched upon some of the most
topical questions of military art. In comnection vith the development
of nuclear/missile weapons, the total mmber of postulates in peed

| of reviev is undoubtedly much greater. Many of the questioms touched

| uponbyusaresetforthon.’qbynyorpoemgbhuandbringingthem

| 1o the attention of military-theoretical thought. Therefore, the
Judgements of the author cannot lay claim to exhaustive completeness
or infallibility.
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THE THRORY OF NILITARY ART NEEIS REVIEN (21 Phces)
(Col. Gen. A. Gastilovich) 50X1-HUM
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impossitle and UNRSCeLSLry for the wnr to brosden out or the fromts
after the iaitia) devastating tlow, There will be no requirement for
other ammies to move up to battle. The remins of the enemy forces

mist be crushed quickly and the enay country occupied. Por this,
operations of a different nature will be required,

The first strike by the VGK against the enexy will lsave_only a
border stris (seversl 10s of kilameters) undestroyed. The first schelsca
will have as its mission the taking of this strip, also vith muclear missiles. L
To exploit the first powerful missile strixe it will be '
Winecsseary Lo deploy a large nr. of divisions. The first echelom need
only be 20 - 25 divisions, with 10 - 15 more reserve divisioms behind
them; in all, 30 - 40 difisions. Porces from the interior of the coumtry
wiil arrive later to ocourpy the territory.

DU 4 & o P o wt -

The ar. of ground troope engaged directly in combat operations may
'bo-qth-s—llormnnnohmun. ] '

The VX missile formations will act to:
2. Knock entire eountries out of the war. ‘
® WMomnthmwmihmqum

woapons, his reserves, airfields, trensportation osuters, depots, Gteo.
locsted veyond the renge >f froat missile weapons. '

In all instances the ¥CX opsratiom] missile formation mmet have at
ite disposal its o

range
technical & others) im order to de able to respond ropidly,

R < i
It 1s wnecessary to deploy VOX rormations in coordinited astiem wiid

more difficult, aad precluding the need for a separete AL
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Delense must profit from obstacles el lerrwic siowing the enexy

sdvarce. Defense in the firm] analysis is decided ty the meneuver of
missiles and the shifting of trajectories.

|

Slowing the tempo of the advancing enesy by means cf defense is
based on countersttecks and couterstrikes carried out from different
directions, on ski¥Tful and swift disengigwuents from the enexy, and
on broad use of barricades and utilizetion of nstursl terrain obatacles
until the opportunity presents itself to destroy the enemxy with a
miclear strike.

Counterstrike should be carried out by seversl divisions opersting
simul taneously btut in different directions.

Axphidieus landing forces caa best be annihilated by missile strike
at embarkation or debarkstion aress or vhile enroute at ses.

Questions on the Development ef Types of Armed Forces VOK

Indubitadle priority of missile troops which must (1) increase
their firing rete (ready missiles, soclid fuel), {2) perfectior of
nissile guidance systems, (3) perfection of missile carriers capable

{)chmm lsunch sres quickly (seaplanes, suds and missile trains),
‘ pez?

ection cf system of centralised command of launching uissiles
widely separated ~ammand points. Present xissiles complicated by
lov firing rete, retargeting, cowplex Bunching preparstions, etc.

| wm.wmopm.r-wpomuwm;
| introduce lighter tank types; develop engineering troops towerds the
hnuofrumdundmmudmandmterhrﬂen.

| Alr Jorces not yet lost their significance. LBA ermed vith air-
| ship xisalles is & good means of combat with mobile carriers at sea.
‘ Advisable to include it in composition of the Navy.

Proot baombar aviation is departing the scene. In its stead there
tlsnoodrornghm-mtype-to:eekoutmddutmymnnd
modile targets not annihilated by missiles.

a n.:»&_-

Pighter aviatinon of & front ic essential as a component of the
m,umusvutmmomofwmipdum«.

Froaot also needs nom-eirfield bvased {hslicopter) aviation for - i
observation, reconmaismance, rediation, liaison command and transport. R
. ey

Greater capacity transport aviation needed ss & resource of the
VK.

Bavy. The future at sea belongs %o subs and missile w;&;f_m

‘Q to airfields.
Missicn - % asnihilate earriers of muclesr/missile weapsns

at sen. ) ]NH
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landing foerees arv antiguaied by virtue of their compsciness
and hence wulmerebility to mucles: sttack,
furface vessels lack significant role - limited to support
missiona along coast protected dy PVO.
Antisircraft Defens~: Dcnlo;& properly tovards fully sutommtic
antishcralt missiles. Pighter aircraft for AA defense becoming archaic. s

. Bescue Bebebdilitatiorn Troops: Ney type of force for operwtions
in interior in aress sudbjectad to @B®Ey nuclear sttack to provide
nedicel service. Tey should be especially massive organized according
to territcrial charscterietfcs. Must de maintained in pescetime and
assured of mobllizational butldsffs under military control with the
initiation of military ectivities,

. Contéti: BNo nev change - need intelligence, collstion of informa
decision and execution. Requires quick reaction to change, mecheni
sutomtion and reduction of documents.

Fire telegraply and telephone commmicatiocns are antiquated and will
not keep pece with opersting tempo.

SegQuires recording of metes conditions and creation of special umite
in all staffs from division to front is essmntial.

A separste topogsodetic service to support sissile units and
large units required - to provide accurete determination of coordinates
for missile launches.
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